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Here's a comparison table highlighting the major features, benefits, and risks of griseofulvin and terbinafine: 

 
Griseofulvin Terbinafine 

Mechanism of 
Action 

Inhibits fungal cell replication by interfering with 
microtubular proteins during cell division 

Inhibits the synthesis of ergosterol, an 
essential component of fungal cell 
membranes 

Indications 
Fungal infections of the skin, hair, and nails 
caused by dermatophytes 

Fungal infections of the skin, hair, and 
nails caused by dermatophytes and 
some non-dermatophyte fungi 

Effectiveness Effective against dermatophyte fungi 

Effective against a broader range of 
dermatophyte and non-dermatophyte 
fungi 

Administration 
Oral tablets or suspension with fatty food or a 
meal Oral tablets, typically taken once daily 

Treatment 
Duration 

Several weeks to several months, depending 
on the infection 

Generally shorter treatment duration 
compared to griseofulvin 

Benefits 
Widely available, established efficacy against 
dermatophyte infections 

Broad-spectrum antifungal, effective 
against both dermatophyte and some 
non-dermatophyte infections 

Risks 

Potential side effects include headache, 
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, skin rash, 
photosensitivity, liver toxicity, and blood 
disorders 

Potential side effects include 
gastrointestinal upset, liver toxicity (rare), 
taste disturbances 

Drug Interactions 

Can interact with certain medications, such as 
oral contraceptives, warfarin, cyclosporine, and 
certain antifungal drugs 

Can interact with certain medications, 
including warfarin, cimetidine, rifampin, 
and certain antifungal drugs 

Monitoring 
Periodic liver function tests and blood cell 
counts may be recommended 

Periodic liver function tests may be 
recommended 

Contraindications 
Hypersensitivity to griseofulvin or its 
components, pregnancy, breastfeeding 

Hypersensitivity to terbinafine or its 
components 

Availability Generic versions available Available in brand and generic forms 

Please note that this table provides a general overview of the major features, benefits, and risks of griseofulvin 
and terbinafine. The actual use and suitability of these medications may vary depending on individual factors, 
specific infections, and the guidance of a healthcare professional. 
 
Here's a table summarizing the comparison between dermatophyte fungi and non-dermatophyte fungi: 

 
Dermatophyte Fungi Non-Dermatophyte Fungi 

Definition 
Fungi causing infections of the skin, 
hair, and nails 

Broad group of fungi causing various infections in 
different body sites 

Infections 
Ringworm, athlete's foot, jock itch, 
fungal infections of the scalp 

Candidiasis, aspergillosis, cryptococcosis, 
mucormycosis, etc. 

Host Range Humans and animals Humans, animals, and environment 

Pathogenicity 

Produce specialized enzymes to 
invade and obtain nutrients from 
keratinized tissues Different mechanisms of infection and pathogenesis 

Response to 
Treatment 

Responsive to antifungal medications 
like griseofulvin, terbinafine, 
itraconazole, and topical creams 

Treatment depends on the specific species and 
may involve antifungal medications like fluconazole, 
voriconazole, amphotericin B, or echinocandins 

Examples 
Trichophyton, Microsporum, 
Epidermophyton Candida, Aspergillus, Cryptococcus, Mucorales 

Please note that this table provides a general overview, and there may be additional details and variations within 
each group of fungi. 
 


